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centre is now being absorbed by the Government Departments. The Industries
Department was fully satisfied with the results at Badanval. and the State Sub-
Committee constituted to consider the question of hand-spinning resolved, after
consideration of the Director's reports, that the work at Badanval should be continued
and that similar work should be started at least in one centre in each of the districts.
The Government of Mysore, it is understood, proposes to start early another centre
on the lines of Badanval. The Director of Industries in Mysore is also trying to
introduce improved Charkhas and a better variety of cotton to make fine spinning
possible. Altogether the Mysore Department of Industries under its Director, Mr.
C. Ranganatha Rao Sahib is devDting a great deal of systematic attention to the
revival and development of handspinning.
No such systematic effort has yet been started by any other State, but there is
evidence to show that others are also beginning to recognise the importance of
handspinning. The Baroda and the Nizam's Governments are considering the
question. Gwalior has introduced Takli-Spinning in all its schools in Ujjain and
Shajapur districts.
local bodies.
In the previous report the interest that was being shown by the Municipal and
Local Boards in the movement has been mentioned. During the year under report
Belgaum, Poona and Wardha Municipalities have abolished the octroi on Khadi.
Wardha has also introduced spinning in its schools. So also Jalgaon, Dhulia, Poona
and Ahmednagar Municipalities. The North Arcot District Board has allowed the
Tamil Nad Branch motor van for hawking Khadi to operate toll-free in the district
conclusion.
The new year opens with good promise for Khadi work. The Congress pro-
gramme for the boycott of foreign cloth has given a great impetus to the demand for
Khadi. The resources of the existing khadi organisations will be strained to the
utmost in producing all the Khadi that will be needed to meet the demand. But
whatever development the coming year may bring by way of increased produc-
tion and sale, it is obvious that the task of re-establishing the spinning industry in
the millions of village homes scattered over so large an area as our country is too
big a task to be essayed with success by any single non-official organisation. Other
agencies must come into the field if the task is to be adequately fulfilled. The British
Government may be indifferent about the matter but the Indian States can do a
a great deal. If they can be persuaded to follow the example of Mysore and make
systematic effort to introduce the Charkha in the homes of the poor within their
territories, results of great magnitude may be expected. But whatever Governments
may or may not do, great expansion in the work is possible, if more capital is placed
at the disposal of the cause and if the Association's work is supplemented by well
directed and patriotic private effort and enterprise. There is indeed limitless scope
ior expansion. There are millions of idle hands in our villages still waiting to be
employed. It is to be hoped that the call of the hungry and semi-starved will
receive prompt and adequate response from the educated and well-to-do classes in
the country.

